THROUGH   TREASON   TO   POWER

the real origin of the outrage. But what difference did
that make?

Next day, February 28, the senile President Hinden-
burg, no longer capable of independent judgment,
signed a decree Tor the protection of the people and of
the State'.

'Hitler has saved Germany from Bolshevism/ was
the official watchword.

In reality Hindenburg had laid the legal founda-
tions of the Hitler dictatorship and terror.